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Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt 

VFW Post 8235 Receives New Flagpole
     Joe Brooks, II, Life Time Member of 
VFW Post 8235 and his wife, Georgia Hill 
Brooks, donated a new flagpole to the Post, 
as theirs was damaged by a storm in March. 
Representatives from Trail Life Troop 2917 
along with a representative from the Ameri-
can Girl Troop 2756 participated at the cer-
emony. 
     During a visit to the post with his wife 
Georgia, they observed the discrepancy and 
felt the absence of the flags, as they feel that 
they are significant symbols of our freedom.  
They decided the Post needed a durable, 
commercial quality flagpole capable of with-
standing strong winds to proudly display the 
Colors.  This contribution not only honors 
the Post but also pays tribute to the merito-
rious military service of family members. 
     Brooks’ military background goes as far 

back as the Revolutionary War, and has con-
tinued through generations. His great grand-
father fought in WWI, and his father in 
WWII was in the Normandy Invasion and 
Battle of Bulge, receiving numerous medals 
of valor and a Purple Heart. Georgia's father  
served in the Pacific during WWII in the 
Army Air Corp, earning the distinguished 
flying cross and retired from the US Air 
Force. 
     Brooks served in Vietnam before retiring 
from NC Air National Guard. His son, Joe 
Brooks III, served in the NC Air National 
Guard as well.   
     Brooks is immensely proud of his eldest 
grandson, Grayson Jarvis, who continues the 
lineage of service.  He is currently in medi-
cal school as a 2nd Lieutenant preparing for 
the Army Medical Corps.     
     The Commander, Randall High and Post 
members are forever grateful and humbled 
by this donation.

     Pictured are: Chaplain Glenna Wheatley, 
Commander Randall High, Quartermaster 
Philip Casey, House Committee Chair Jim 
Owens, Lifetime Member Joe Brooks and 
Troop 2917 Leader Ben Willhite. (front, l-r) 
Trail Life Troop #2717 representatives 
Simon Willhite, Clark Willhite with Ameri-
can Girl Troop 2756 representative Devri 
Hotman.

     Individuals oversee the flag presentation.     Joe Brooks and grandson Grayson Jarvis.
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SN SN
(817) 560-9400 
peter@polinsky-insurance.com 
 
6777 Camp Bowie Blvd., Ste 222 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
www.polinsky-insure.com

FREE QUOTES 
for 

• Auto 
• Home 

• Commercial

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor • Up-front pricing. No 
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts. 
100% Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665) 
TACLB26642 

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job 
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will 
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 

 
 

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. 

Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, 
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars 

& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028 
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. 

Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains 
lines cleared, & Fencing, reasonable. Military & 

Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339 
 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper, 
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over 
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water 

heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS. 
 WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM 

 
 

AIR & HEATING

ELECTRIC SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN

PAINTING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

COMPUTERS

I  MOW 4 YOUI MOW 4 YOU
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!   

Free EstimatesFree Estimates W/Scheduled Work! W/Scheduled Work! 
817-988-2249

call for an Appointment 
817-945-comp(2667) 

or 817-437-8580

Virus Removal & Upgrades, 
Office Furn. 

Fax & Copy Services 
Toner Cartridges 

A+, Network+ Certified

 
Advertise  

in our  
Classifieds! 

http://www.wsmuseum.com 
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

8320 Hanon Drive 
White Settlement, Texas 76108 

817-246-9719 
Open:  Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM 

Closed: Sunday & Monday

From the Parks Foundation of River Oaks 

Nominate a Yard of the Month!
     The Yard of the Month program promotes 
goodwill and recognizes residents of River 
Oaks who demonstrate exemplary efforts in 
maintaining their homes and yards to enhance 
the overall appearance of the entire community. 
The City of River Oaks Parks Board will man-
age the program and judging will be done by 
those members. For the months of April through 
September, the Board will choose one yard per 
month that models curb appeal and beauty. 
     Yard of the Month candidates will be judged 
on the total appearance of their exterior prop-
erty and front yard as viewed from the street. 
Criteria for judging will be based on the visual 
attractiveness, creativity, originality, beautifica-
tion, and overall maintenance. Special consid-
eration will be given to landscapes that include 
a variety of native plant species. 
     All City of River Oaks residential properties 
are automatically eligible to be nominated for 
Yard of the Month. 
     The upkeep of the yard can reflect the ef-
forts of the residents or that of a professional 
landscaper or groundskeeper. 
     The same property cannot receive more than 
one award in the same calendar year (not in-
cluding Holiday Decoration Contests). 
     Winners may be disqualified if their prop-
erty is in violation of any city ordinances, and 
must be willing to have photos of their yard 
published on the Parks Foundation of River 
Oaks website and social media channels. 

     Yard of the Month nominations are due by 
the last of the month to be considered for the 
following month’s award. The Parks Board 
meets on the first Thursday of each month and 
will vote on nominees. 
     The Yard of the Month winner will receive 
a yard sign to keep and is invited to the October 
City Council meeting to be recognized and pho-
tographed with all of the season’s winners. 
     To nominate a yard, email address, names 
of nominee and nominator, and a pic of the yard 
to parksfoundationofriveroaks@gmail.com.
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As one of North Texas’ top 

universities, we’ve been 

proudly preparing students to 

lead in communities near and 

far for 130 years. 

Now we’re headed west, 

building a new campus to 

provide even more educational 

opportunities for students in 

the Fort Worth region.

STAY UP 
TO DATE 
ON OUR 
JOURNEY 
TO 2028 UTA.EDU/WEST

https://www.uta.edu/west
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf 
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr. 
Discount avail. Insured 817-793-9096.

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

SERVICES AVAILABLE

JOBS AVAILABLE

GARAGE SALES 

HELPER NEEDED to Mow Lawns 
I Mow 4 You 

817-988-2249 must leave mssg.

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Chad’s Tree Service

Mr. Sweeps 
Chimney Cleaning 

Special!
$10 OFF 

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning 
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com  817-692-5624

In-Home
Service

817-244-5404

Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance Sale!
Appliance Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

W O W !W O W !
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE  
Benefitting 4PAWS of BenbrookBenefitting 4PAWS of Benbrook  

MAY 1-3; 8am to 1pmMAY 1-3; 8am to 1pm  
1309 Trinity Dr., 761261309 Trinity Dr., 76126  

   New and gently used items: dog bowls, beds, 
blankets, toys, collars, household goods, appli-
ances, tools, garden goods and miscellaneous 
items! We also have a FREE GIFT just for 
stopping by!  Make sure to stop at our cashier 
table for your gift!

766116
Neighborhood Ga-
rage Sale 4 Blocks 

Sat-Sun, April 26-27, 
8am-4pm Meadow-

side Dr 
off Williams Rd.

Around the Town with Denise Honeycutt 

Easter Celebration at VFW Post 5617
     Last week’s storms didn’t deter community members from coming out on Eater Sun-
day, April 20 at VFW Post 5617.   
     Kids enjoyed visiting with the Easter Bunny at the egg hunt.  The free event drew sev-
eral neighbors in the community to gather for fun and fellowship.   
     An array of delicious entrees, salads, veggies, desserts and so much more was offered 
for everyone to enjoy.

     The Mena family wait for the arrival of 
the Easter Bunny.

     Ryleigh fills her basket with her found 
treasures!

     Ryleigh fills her basket with her found 
treasures!

     Elena Renynse met the Easter Bunny 
with her Dad.
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ORDINANCE # 1449-2025 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6 “HEALTH AND SANITA-
TION” IN SECTION 6.03.031 “MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF GRASS AND 
WEEDS, REMOVAL OF BRUSH, ETC” REVISING SECTION 6.03.031 
BY INCORPORATING (b) “DEAD TREES AND LIMBS” CAPABLE OF 
CAUSING INJURY TO PERSONS OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY AND 
MOVING TO SUBSECTION (c) “PENALTY”; AND PROVIDING AN EF-
FECTIVE DATE. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF RIVER OAKS: 
 

SAVINGS 
All rights and remedies of the City of River Oaks are expressly saved as to 
any and all violations of the provisions of the City of River Oaks Code of Or-
dinances (2020) or any other ordinances affecting possible nuisances involv-
ing maximum height of grass and weeds, removal of brush, dead trees and 
limbs which have accrued at the time of the effective date of this ordinance; 
and, as to such accrued violations and all pending litigation, both civil and 
criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such ordinances, same shall 
not be affected by this ordinance but may be prosecuted until final disposition 
by the courts.  
 

PENALTY 
In accordance to Section 1.01.009, “General penalty for violations of code; 
continuing violations”, of the City of River Oaks Code of Ordinances (2020) 
as adopted and as amended; whenever in this code or in any ordinance of the 
city an act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or 
a misdemeanor, or whenever in such code or ordinance the doing of any act 
is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful, and no spe-
cific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of any such provision of this 
code or any such ordinance shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding five 
hundred dollars ($500.00). However, a fine or penalty for the violation of a 
rule, ordinance or police regulation that governs fire safety, zoning or public 
health and sanitation other than dumping of refuse may not exceed two thou-
sand dollars ($2,000.00); a fine or penalty for the violation of a rule, ordinance, 
or police regulation that governs the dumping of refuse may not exceed four 
thousand dollars ($4,000.00). Each day any violation of this code or of any 
ordinance shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. 
 

PUBLICATION 
The City Secretary of the City of River Oaks is hereby directed to publish in 
the official newspaper the caption, savings clause, penalty clause, publication 
clause and effective date clause of this ordinance one (1) time after the adop-
tion of this ordinance as authorized by Chapter 5, Section 5.02(c) of the 
Charter of the City of River Oaks. 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage and publica-
tion as required by law, and it is so ordained. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 15th DAY OF APRIL 2025. 
Mayor Darren Houk                         ATTEST: Paula Luck, City Secretary 

Subscribe to receive this weekly  
publication for FREE!   

CLICK HERE!

Legal Notice EARLY VOTING 
LOCATIONS

 CLOSEST LOCATIONS

RIVER OAKS ANNEX 
(OLD LIBRARY)

4900 RIVER OAKS BLVD/76114

WHITE SETTLEMENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

8215 WHITE SETTLEMENT/76108

APRIL 22 - 25
8:00 AM TO 5:00 PM

APRIL 26
7:00 AM TO 7:00 PM

APRIL 27
10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM

APRIL 28 - 29
7:00 AM TO 7:00 PM

Ginger Brown’sGinger Brown’s

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!

Old Tyme Restaurant & Bakery

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135
817-237-2114

Open 7 Days a Week! 
 Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3 pm 

4902 US-377,  
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
817-244-1372

Open 7 Days a Week! 
Mon. thru Sat.: 

6am to 9pm 
Sunday: 6am to 3pm 

4705 River Oaks Blvd,  
Fort Worth, TX 76114 

817-378-9262
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges 

The Semicolon That Shook Texas: How One Punctuation 
Mark Overturned an Election

     The “Semicolon Court” 1874: (seated, l-r) Justice Moses B. 
Walker, Chief Justice Wesley Ogden, Justice J. D. McAdoo; 
(standing, left) E. M. Wheelock and Clerk W. P. DeNormandie.  

photo courtesy Austin History Center 
 
     Every so often, news reports emerge of court cases that hinge 
upon the meaning of a word, or a spelling error, or even the cor-
rect placement of punctuation. Legal documents and statutes often 
have such complicated conditions or phrases that such exact pre-
cision is demanded.  One famous Texas case actually determined 
the entire outcome of an election, all hinging on the meaning of 
a simple semicolon. 
     The Semicolon Case, as it has become called, erupted because 
of a passage in the state’s 1869 constitution.  The passage regard-
ing elections simply read that state elections would be held “at 
the county seats of the several counties until otherwise provided 
by law; and the polls shall be opened for four days.” Little thought 
was given to the details.  In March 1873, the state legislature 
passed a law allowing the elections to be held outside the county 
seat.  However, elections were limited to only one day. 
     The 1873 election became a bitter showdown between the in-
cumbent, Republican Gov. Edmund J. Davis and Democrat Rich-
ard Coke.   Davis had moved to Texas as a young man in the 
1840s and became an attorney and later served as a general in the 
Union Army during the Civil War.  He became governor in 1870 
and became increasingly unpopular.   
     Coke, also an attorney, was a Virginia native who eventually 
settled in Waco.  He volunteered for the Confederate army during 
the Civil War and became a judge after the war ended, eventually 
rising to the state Supreme Court.  In the Dec. 2 contest, Coke 
won with more than 67 percent of the vote. 
     Both sides charged irregularities against the other; attorneys 

gathered.  The first case appeared before the state Supreme Court 
just a few days later.  A man known only as Rodriguez had been 
charged in Harris County with attempting to vote twice.  His law-
yers, however, said his arrest was illegal because the election itself 
was illegal.   
     Rodriguez was allegedly imprisoned in Houston, but Demo-
crats believed he had been hired by the defeated sheriff of Harris 
County, a Republican, to invalidate the entire election on a tech-
nicality.  The Harris County district attorney, representing the 
State of Texas at the Supreme Court in Austin, argued that the 
case should be dismissed as the whole affair was a political ques-
tion and not a legal one. 
     The three-judge court, appointed by Davis, disagreed and or-
dered the case to continue.  The Semicolon Case came down to, 
as so many legal arguments do, understanding the meaning of the 
fine print. 
     The semicolon is typically used in sentences to connect two 
independent clauses that are not connected with a conjunction or 
to replace commas when writing lists that contain additional com-
mas.  The precise rules regarding usage have shifted since the 
semicolon began appearing regularly in English-language writing 
in the 16th  century. 
     Rodriguez’s lawyers argued that the election was illegal be-
cause when the legislature changed the election law nine months 
earlier, it only had the power to change the locations of polling 
places and not the number of days of voting.  The semicolon, law-
yers argued, made the clause on the four-day voting period sep-
arate from the rest of the sentence and meant that the legislature 
did not have the power to change the numbers of voting days 
without changing the constitution itself.  
     The Texas Supreme Court thus ruled that the election was il-
legal.  Rodriguez was free to go; Texas politics exploded in the 
meantime.  
     Days of protests met the court’s decision.  Thousands gathered 
at the State Capitol in Austin while Davis barricaded himself in 
his office in an effort to hold power.  Coke ignored the decision 
and proclaimed himself governor.  Days later, Davis resigned. 
     The Constitution of 1876 replaced the 1869 document.  It has 
served the state ever since, regardless of semicolons. Forever af-
terward, the court serving under the 1869 constitution would be 
derisively referred to as “The Semicolon Court.” 
     In the end, the mighty semicolon prevailed.  Aside from the 
political carnage it caused, the case stands as a critical reminder 
of the importance of proper punctuation and precision with writ-
ing.  Even when a teacher may no longer be around to grade any 
particular writer on matters of punctuation, someone is still watch-
ing.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

SN SN
AIR & HEATING

PRECISION Aire & Heat 
817-563-2665 

precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

CONCRETE
Leons Concrete Services 

an Tree Services 817-371-8597

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting 

817-371-8597

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ALPINE SERVICES PLUS 
817-296-2880 

ECE Construction LLC 
817-831-2600 

CHRISTIAN HANDYMAN 
817-560-1774

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS
I MOW 4 YOU 
817-988-2249 

corvetteron@hotmail.com 
ALEX’S Lawn Care 

817-793-9096

FENCING
BOB YOUNG Fencing 

817-495-5543 
bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
AMERICAN LEGION Post 297 

817-249-2791 
alpost297@sbcglobal.net 

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH 
3290 Lackland Rd.  

Fort Worth, Tx 76116 Every Sunday 
worship at 9:30am

COMPUTERS
MICHAEL’S PC Repair 

817-945-2667 
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance 

817-560-9400 
peter@polinsky-insurance.com 

Medicare Questions? 
817-874-7569 / Marilyn-Kaye.com

REAL ESTATE
TAMMY WRIGHT, BROKER 
Wright Realty Services DFW 

Cell: 682-472-9041 
wrightrealtyservicesdfw@gmail.com

RESTAURANTS
EGGSQUISITE CAFE 

9316 Clifford St. 76108 • 7days a week 
682-224-2832 eggsquisitecafe.com

TREE SERVICE
CHAD GREEN Tree Service 

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)

ROOFING
ECE ROOFING LLC 

817-831-2600 

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE 

8120 White Settlement Rd 
817-439-2080

ELECTRIC
E-CONN ELECTRIC 

817-831-2600 
www.econnllc.com

PLUMBING
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing 

817-715-6747 
lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net 

www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com

Business Directory Listings - $10 per month 4 line max.!  •  classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Forecast
Friday, April 18: 

AM -  Showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm. Partly sunny, with a high near 82. South wind 
around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%. 

PM - A 30% chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 65. SE wind 
around 5 mph.

Saturday, April 19: 
AM - A 40% chance of showers and thunderstorms. Partly sunny, with a high near 80. S/SE wind 5 to 

10 mph. 
PM - Slight chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 66. SE wind around 10 mph. 

Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Sunday, April 20: 
AM - A 20% chance of showers and thunderstorms before 1pm. Partly sunny, with a high near 85. 

South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph. 
PM - Mostly cloudy, with a low around 67.

Extended Forecast Click Here

http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
https://forecast.weather.gov

