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From Castleberry ISD 

Meet the Teacher Saturday!
     Parents and are students are invited to attend Meet the Teacher 
hosted by each Castleberry ISD campus the Saturday before the 
first day of school.  
     The annual event provides parents and students an opportunity 
to tour their campus, meet their teachers and administrators, and 
much more. 
     • Castleberry High School and REACH Meet the Teacher will 
be held on Saturday, Aug. 9 from 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
     • Irma Marsh Middle School Meet the Teacher will be held on 
Saturday, Aug. 9 from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
     • A.V. Cato Elementary, Castleberry Elementary, and Joy James 
Academy of Leadership Meet the Teacher will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 9 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
     The first day of school is Monday, Aug. 11.

From the Texas Department of Transportation 

Drive Smart, Stay Alert:  
TxDOT Issues Back-to-School Safety Reminder

     As millions of Texas children head back to school, the Texas De-
partment of Transportation is reminding drivers to stay focused and 
drive safe in and around school zones and bus stops. This includes 
adhering to a new Texas law that requires drivers to stop and yield 
to pedestrians in crosswalks. 
     Everyone has a responsibility to keep children safe on their way 
to and from school. TxDOT offers these safety tips for drivers, par-
ents and students: 
 
Tips for Driving in School Zones 
     • Be aware that traffic patterns around schools may have 
changed since the last school year. 
     • Stay alert and put your phone away. Using a handheld elec-
tronic device while driving in an active school zone is against the 
law. 

     • Always obey school zone speed limit signs. Remember, traffic 
fines increase in school zones. 
     • Drop off and pick up your children in your school’s designated 
areas, not the middle of the street. 
     • Keep an eye on children gathered at bus stops. 
     • Watch for children who might dart across the street or between 
vehicles. 
 
Tips for Drivers Sharing the Road with School Buses 
     • Follow at a safe distance, keeping in mind that school buses 
make frequent stops. 
     • Always remain alert for children around buses and remember 
that they may not always look for vehicles before crossing the street. 
     • Stop for flashing red lights or a stop sign on a school bus, re-
gardless of which direction you’re 

     The Consolidated Vultee XB-36, the prototype of the B-36 
Peacemaker, first flew on Aug. 8, 1946.

From Suburban Newspapers Staff 

A Little Local History

(story continued on page 4)

http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

TREE SERVICE 

I  MOW 4 YOUI MOW 4 YOU
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!   

Free EstimatesFree Estimates W/Scheduled Work! W/Scheduled Work! 
817-988-2249

 
Insured For Your Protection 

• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding 
• Systematic Tree Feeding 

 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Chad s Tree Service

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

In-Home
Service

817-244-5404

Huge...... !Huge...... !

Appliance Sale!
Appliance Sale!

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108 

W O W !W O W !
Scratch & Dent, Re-

conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT 
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor • Up-front pricing. No 
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts. 
100% Financing available. W.A.C. • All credit 
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665) 
TACLB26642 
 

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC 
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job 
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will 
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356 

 
 

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S 
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't. 

Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences, 
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars 

& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028 
D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. Repair/re-
modeling, painting, plumbing drains lines cleared, 
& Fencing, reasonable. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-
233-5339 
 

HAYWOOD PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper, 
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over 
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489 
 

 
LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING 

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water 

heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE W/LOW PAYMENTS. 
 WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM 

ELECTRIC SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/HANDYMAN

AIR & HEATING

PAINTING SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE 
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf 
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr. 
Disc. 817-793-9096.

LANDSCAPE & LAWN SERVICE

http://www.wsmuseum.com 
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

8320 Hanon Drive 
White Settlement, Texas 76108 

817-246-9719 
Open:  Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM 

Closed: Sunday & Monday

FOR RENT:  
MEETING/CELEBRATION ROOM 

Seats 50-65 at tables, will seat 100. 
Looking for a Post Home? 

Were Looking for You! 
 American Legion Post 626 
1125 Burton Hill Rd. 76114 

 817-731-3491

RENTALS AVAILABLE

BEAUTIFUL LUXURY APARTMENTS IN BENBROOK! 
Non-smoking facility with 2/b, 2 full baths. Large 

closets, W/D hookup. Central Ac/H. Carports w/pri-
vate storage rm. Close to shopping, in Quiet, Safe 
neighborhood. $1180 mo. Phone 817-249-2143

We Want to Hear From You! We Want to Hear From You!   
Send Us Your Good News! Send Us Your Good News!   

suburbannews@sbcglobal .netsuburbannews@sbcglobal .net

http://www.wsmuseum.com
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As one of North Texas’ top universities, 

we’ve been proudly preparing students 

to lead in communities near and far for 

130 years. 

Now we’re headed west, building a new 

campus to provide even more 

educational opportunities for students 

in the Fort Worth region.

STAY UP 
TO DATE 
ON OUR 
JOURNEY 
TO 2028 UTA.EDU/WEST
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WATER IS AWESOME.COM

EASY AS
A BEAUTIFUL YARD IS

When it’s time to water, think 1, 

2…zero. Twice a week if it’s hot 

and dry, once a week if you need 

a little water and zero if it’s been 

raining. We can send you weekly 

watering advice to tell you exactly 

how much water your lawn 

needs. Sign up for free at Water is 
Awesome.com.

headed. Continue your trip once the bus has moved, the flashing 
lights stop flashing or the bus driver signals it’s okay to pass. 
     • Violations can lead to a fine of up to $1,250 for a first offense. 
 
Tips for Children Walking or Biking to School 
     • Always use sidewalks. If there’s not a sidewalk, walk on the 
left side of the street facing traffic. 
     • Cross the street at intersections or marked crosswalks. Look 
left, right and left again before proceeding. 
     • Always obey crossing guards. 
     • Make eye contact with drivers before crossing the street. Never 
assume a driver sees you. 
     • Look for traffic when stepping off a bus or from behind parked 
vehicles. 
     • Always wear a helmet when riding a bicycle. 
     • Don’t be distracted by electronic devices that take your eyes 
and ears off the road. 
     • Follow all traffic rules, signs and signals.      
 
     “Be Safe. Drive Smart.” is a key component of #EndTheS-
treakTX, a broader social media and word-of-mouth effort that en-
courages drivers to make safer choices while behind the wheel to 
help end the streak of daily deaths. Nov. 7, 2000, was the last death-
less day on Texas roadways.

TxDOT (continued from page 1)
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IMPORTANT DATES

June 30 - July 4 District Holiday [Independence Day]

July 28 - 29 New Teacher Professional Learning 

July 30 - Aug. 8 Teacher Professional Learning and Work Day

Aug. 9 Meet the Teacher [Staff Half Day]

Aug. 11 First Day of School

Sept. 1 District Holiday [Labor Day]

Oct. 13 Student Holiday [Teacher Professional Learning Day]

Oct. 27 Parent Teacher Conference Day

Nov. 24 - 28 District Holiday [Thanksgiving Break]

Dec. 22 - Jan. 2 District Holiday [Winter Break]

Jan. 5 Student Holiday [Teacher Professional Learning Day]

Jan. 6 Student Holiday [Teacher Work Day]

Jan. 19 District Holiday [Martin Luther King Jr. Day]

Feb. 2 Student Early Release | Parent Teacher Conference Day

Feb. 16 District Holiday [Presidents’ Day]/Bad Weather Make-Up Day

Feb. 17 Student Holiday [Teacher Professional Learning Day/Bad Weather Make-Up Day]

March 16 - 20 District Holiday [Spring Break]

April 3 District Holiday [Good Friday]

May 21 Last Day of School; CHS and REACH Graduation

May 22 Teacher Half Day [Work Day]

May 25 District Holiday [Memorial Day]

May 26 Summer Program Teacher Work Day

CALENDAR LEGEND

Student Holiday | New Teacher Professional Learning [ Start of Quarter

Student Holiday | Teacher Professional Learning (PL) ] End of Quarter

First/Last Day of School E Early Release

Teacher Half Day W Bad Weather Make-Up Day

Student Holiday | Teacher Work Day (WD) Saturday/Summer Learning Program

Student Led Conference/College Day Summer Program Teacher Work Day

Student Led Conference/College Early Release Day District Holiday

GRADING PERIODS

TERM DATES
3 WKS PROGRESS

REPORTS
Available Online

6 WKS PROGRESS
REPORTS

Available Online

REPORT CARDS
Available Online

1 Aug. 11 - Oct. 10 Sept. 2 Sept. 23 Oct. 16

2 Oct. 14 - Dec. 19 Nov. 4 Dec. 2 Jan. 8

3 Jan. 7 - March 13 Feb. 3 Feb. 24 March 26

4 March 23 - May 21 April 14 May 5 May 28

CASTLEBERRY ISDCASTLEBERRY ISD
2025-2026 DISTRICT CALENDAR

INSPIRE · EMPOWER · INNOVATECASTLEBERRY ISD BOARD APPROVED: FEBRUARY 10, 2025 // REVISED: JUNE 18, 2025
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges 

McDonald Observatory: A Beacon of Discovery

     Nestled in the Davis Mountains is one of 
the most important centers of learning in the 
world located in one of the most remote 
parts of the state, the famed McDonald Ob-
servatory, run by the University of Texas.  
Throughout its decades of operation, the 
McDonald Observatory has attracted some 
of the most important names in twentieth-
century astronomy and made important dis-
coveries from the inner solar system to the 
furthest reaches of the universe. 
     The observatory was the dream of a quiet 
banker and lawyer from Paris, Texas, Wil-
liam Johnson McDonald. He had amassed a 
great fortune and left the bulk of it, some $1 
million (or about $18.3 million in 2025 dol-
lars), to the University of Texas on his death 
in 1926 to establish an observatory.  Though 
McDonald had no children, he had several 
relatives who were enraged at his gift to UT.  
After several years of court fights, the uni-
versity’s donation was set at $800,000.  
     At the time, the university did not have 
a formal astronomy department, but admin-
istrators quickly went on a search for top 
scientific talent and for a fitting location for 
the observatory. The university quickly 
formed a 30-year partnership with the Uni-
versity of Chicago to run the observatory. 
     In the meantime, Edwin Fowlkes do-
nated a stretch of his family’s lands in Jeff 
Davis County in the Davis Mountains as the 
site.  From its position in remote West 
Texas, it has an almost perfect position for 
ground-based astronomers. The dry air 

means many clear nights for observing.  
And it is so far from any large city that there 
are no streetlights to break the darkness of 
the night sky.  Astronomers are left with 
only the wide open sky and their love of the 
starts above. 
     As the observatory became operational, 
Dr. Otto Struve, a Ukrainian-born astron-
omer serving at the University of Chicago, 
was named its first director in 1932.  At the 
same time, he was also running the presti-
gious Yerkes Observatory in Wisconsin.  
Struve had previously discovered two aster-
oids and made important discoveries regard-
ing binary stars. He quickly established 
McDonald Observatory’s reputation as an 
important center for research.  Struve over-
saw the completion of the observatory’s re-
nowned 2.1-meter telescope in 1939 on Mt. 
Locke, a scope now named after Struve.  At 
the time of its completion, it was the second-
largest telescope in the world, and it was un-
veiled with great fanfare among scientists. 
     Dr. Gerard Kuiper of The Netherlands 
took charge of the observatory as director in 
1947.  Kuiper was already a respected name 
in science.  By this point, his discoveries in-
cluded the discovery of the moon Miranda 
around Uranus and the small moon Nereid 
around Neptune.  He would also discover 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere of Mars 
and the existence of a thick methane at-
mosphere around Saturn’s moon Titan, the 
only moon in the solar system with an at-
mosphere.  He helped position the university 
and the observatory as an important center 
for astronomy in the years after World War 
II.  He would step down in 1949 but return 
as director between 1957 and 1959.  The 
Kuiper Belt, a ring of dust, comets, and 
small asteroids and planetoids between 3 
billion and 5 billion miles from Earth that 
surrounds the solar system, was named for 
him based on his 1951 theory of its exis-
tence. 
     In between Kuiper’s terms as director, 
Dr. Bengt Stromgren of Denmark ran the 
observatory from 1951 to 1957.  Stromgren 
made a number of important breakthroughs 
fro astronomy, including the discovery that 

stars are mostly hydrogen and a new pho-
tometry system that allowed astronomers to 
analyze starlight with greater accuracy. 
     Dr. William Morgan would follow be-
tween 1959 and 1963 and became a re-
spected figure for his work in understanding 
the structure of galaxies.  He was able to de-
termine that the Milky Way galaxy is itself 
a spiral galaxy, with arms of stars, gas, and 
dust curling for tens of thousands of light 
years around the galaxy’s central core.  Dr. 
Harlan Smith would be the observatory’s 
longest serving director, taking the reins in 
1963.  He opened a new era for the obser-
vatory by gaining the funds to build a new 
2.7-meter telescope in 1963, complete in 
1968 at a cost of $5 million (or about $45.6 
million in 2025 dollars).  The telescope’s 
main mirror weighs nearly four tons.  He 
served until 1989.  The telescope was later 
named in his honor. 
     The observatory would continue to de-
velop new instruments and experiments to 
observe the universe.  This included a series 
of radio telescopes that listened to radio 
waves from the stars that operated from 
1968 until it was dismantled in 1989.  The 
McDonald Laser Ranging System operated 
at the observatory between 1982 and 2019 
for measurements on satellite orbits and the 
Moon’s geologic features. 
     The Hobby-Eberly Telescope was com-
pleted in 1994 on Mt. Fowlkes.  With 91 
mirror segments, it is 11 meters in diameter, 
making it one of the largest in the world.  It 
is currently used as a part of a survey of dark 
energy.  It is one of five main optical tele-
scopes currently in use at the observatory. 
     Today, the McDonald Observatory con-
tinues to function as an important center of 
research for astronomers around the world.  
Regular tours are provided for the public at 
the Frank Bash Visitor Center, named for 
another respected prior director.  The obser-
vatory also hosts star parties for visitors to 
gaze the night skies with the professional as-
tronomers, offering the chance to look 
through the largest scopes when not in use.  
The State of Texas named the observatory a 
historic site in 1968. 
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Weekend Forecast
Friday, Aug. 8: 

AM - Sunny, with a high near 98. South wind 5 to 10 mph. 
PM - Clear, with a low around 77. South southeast wind around 10 mph.

Saturday, Aug. 9: 
AM - Sunny, with a high near 96. South wind around 10 mph. 

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 75. South southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Sunday, Aug. 10: 
AM - Sunny, with a high near 95. South southeast wind 5 to 10 mph. 

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 75.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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White Settlement Bomber News • Benbrook News • River Oaks News 

7820 Wyatt Drive Fort Worth, TX 76108  
817-246-2473 

suburban-newspapers.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

SN SN
AIR & HEATING

PRECISION Aire & Heat 
817-563-2665 

precisionaire@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING
HAYWOOD Painting 

817-371-8597

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
ALPINE SERVICES PLUS 

817-296-2880 
ECE Construction LLC 

817-831-2600

LANDSCAPE/LAWNS
I MOW 4 YOU 
817-988-2249 

corvetteron@hotmail.com 
ALEX’S Lawn Care 

817-793-9096

FENCING
BOB YOUNG Fencing 

817-495-5543 
bobyoungfences@hotmail.com

SERVICES PROVIDED
AMERICAN LEGION Post 297 

817-249-2791 
alpost297@sbcglobal.net 

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH 
3290 Lackland Rd.  

Fort Worth, Tx 76116 Sun. 9:30am 
AMERICAL LEGION Post 626 

1125 Burton Hill Rd. 76114 
817-731-3491 

Room Rental Available!

COMPUTERS
MICHAEL’S PC Repair 

817-945-2667 
michaelspcs@hotmail.com

INSURANCE
PETER POLINSKY Insurance 

817-560-9400 
peter@polinsky-insurance.com

REAL ESTATE
TAMMY WRIGHT, BROKER 
Wright Realty Services DFW 

Cell: 682-472-9041 
wrightrealtyservicesdfw@gmail.com

TREE SERVICE
CHAD GREEN Tree Service 

817-246-5943 or 817-800-6059 (cell)
ROOFING

ECE ROOFING LLC 
817-831-2600 

APPLIANCES
CALLAHAN’S APPLIANCE 

8120 White Settlement Rd 
817-439-2080

ELECTRIC
E-CONN ELECTRIC 

817-831-2600 
www.econnllc.com

PLUMBING
LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing 

817-715-6747 
lonniebravo@sbcglobal.net 

www.lonniebravoplumbingllc.com

Business Directory Listings - $10 per month 4 line max.!  •  classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

https://forecast.weather.gov
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com

