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From the Sports Desk with John Loven

Lions Soccer Takes Sole Possession of District Lead

dium on Friday, Feb. 20, as the Castleberry High School Lions
squared off against the Eagle Mountain Knights in a pivotal District
8-4A showdown. With the first half of district play coming to a
close, the stakes could not have been higher: first place was on the
line.

Eagle Mountain entered the night with an impressive 8-1-2
overall record and a perfect 4-0 mark in district play. The Knights

A championship-caliber atmosphere filled W.O. Barnes Sta-

had established themselves as one of the teams to beat, combining
disciplined defense with timely scoring. Castleberry, meanwhile,
brought a 7-7-3 overall record into the contest but had quietly built
momentum in district competition. The Lions were 3-0-1 in district
and riding a string of strong performances that suggested they were
peaking at the right time.

The two teams were remarkably similar on paper. Over the
course of the season, they had faced (continued on page 5)

From the City of River Oaks

City to Offer Free Tire Pickup to Reduce Mosquito Breeding

City officials are urging residents to clear out discarded tires to
help reduce mosquito breeding as warmer weather approaches.

Discarded tires left in yards can collect standing water, creating
an ideal environment for mosquitoes to lay eggs. To address the
issue, the city is offering free tire collection for residential cus-
tomers from March 1 through April 30, 2026.

Residents may place up to four used tires at the curb on their
regular Wednesday bulk collection day. The city will collect and
dispose of the tires at no charge during the limited-time program.

Households with more than four tires to discard are asked to
contact the Public Works Department to schedule a special pickup

by calling 817-626-5421, ext. 332. Residents also may call to
request pickup service. Otherwise, Public Works crews will collect
tires placed at the curb on bulk collection day.

The free collection service is available to residential customers
only. The city will not collect tires from businesses, as commercial
waste disposal is handled through a contracted commercial hauler.

For more information about mosquito prevention and personal
protection, residents may contact Emergency Management Coordi-
nator James Myrick at 817-929-6267.

City officials encourage residents to take advantage of the pro-
gram before it ends April 30.
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APPLIANCES
\Callahans , .
(_{ ) Appliance Inc q ’
\ Sales s Service o Parts ervice
\ WOW!

Scratch & Dent, Re-
conditioned
20% to 50% Off Retail!

817-244-5404 -

8120 White Settlement Rd. FW 76108

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection” War-
ranty on all parts and labor ¢ Up-front pricing. No
overtime charges. Senior & Military discounts.
100% Financing available. W.A.C. « All credit
cards accepted. Call 817-563-COOL(2665)
TACLB26642

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No Job
is too Small! Located in White Settlement & will
serve the surrounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL
25541 John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or won't.
Lite-electrical, plumbing and carpentry. Fences,
roof, tile & sheetrock repair. Handicap grab bars
& much more. Free Est. 817-249-2028

Repair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains
lines cleared, Fencing & power washing, reason-
able rates. Military & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

PAINTING SERVICES
HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn, wallpaper,
tape bed texture & exterior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est. Call 817-454-6489

COMPUTERS FOR RENT
- ;) Rental
Michael’s

PC SALES & SERVICE 3/2/1 $1650 plus
AP v deposit. Call 817-
233-5339

Virus Removal & Upgrades,
Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges
A+, Network+ Certified

call for an Appointment
817-945-comp(2667)
or 817-437-8580

PLUMBING SERVICES

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic locate & re-
pair. Sewer repair, gas test, tankless water
heaters, bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.
FINANCING AVAILABLE w/LOW PAYMENTS.
WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree trimming leaf
removal & fertilizing. No job too Big/Small Sr.
Discount avail. Insured 817-793-9096.

I MOW 4 YOU

Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249

TREE SERVICE

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming ¢ Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

Mr. Sweeps
Chimney Cleaning
Special!
$10 OFF

Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624
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From the City of River Oaks

Spring Clean Up Month
Returns to River Oaks

Residents will have the opportunity throughout April to de-
clutter their homes and properties as part of the City of River Oaks’
annual Spring Clean Up Month.

From April 1 through April 30, the city will collect a wide range
of unwanted items placed at the curb on residents’ regular trash
and bulk pickup days. City officials are encouraging homeowners
to take advantage of the program to clear out garages, yards and
storage areas as warmer weather sets in.

During Clean Up Month, crews will collect tree limbs, brush,
logs, debris, junk, garbage and general household trash placed at
the curb. The initiative is designed to help residents dispose of
items that may not fit in regular trash bins while improving neigh-
borhood appearance and safety.

Residents are reminded to place all items at the curb on their
normal trash and bulk collection day to ensure pickup. Items should
be organized neatly to allow crews safe and efficient access.

The service is intended to help residents maintain clean, safe prop-
erties while preventing illegal dumping and potential health haz-
ards.

For more information about River Oaks Spring Clean Up
Month, residents may contact Cassie in the Public Works Depart-
ment at 817-626-5421, ext. 332.

Benbrook Lions Club 59th Annual
Chili Supper Fundraiser
Live & Silent Auction

Saturday, March 7, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.
Benbrook United Methodist Church 4
1122 Bryant St., Benbrook, 76126 J

ALL THE CHILI YOU CAN EAT! Ew

Adults $10, Children $5
Hot Dogs, Soft Drinks/Water & Desserts
sold separately

Please come out & support your community!
All proceeds benefit the
BENBROOK LIONS CLUB PROGRAMS
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From the River Oaks Event Center

River Oaks Event Center
Food Bank Distribution Dates

The City of River Oaks hosts Food Bank distribution days on
the second and fourth Fridays of each month at the River Oaks
Event Center, located at 5300 Blackstone Drive.

The last Food Bank distribution date for the month of February
is Friday, Feb. 27.

Participants are asked not to line up before 8:30 a.m. and to fol-
low the new designated traffic route. Drivers should remain in their
vehicles throughout the process and avoid blocking residential
driveways or cross streets to ensure access for police and emer-
gency services.

For additional information, residents may call 817-732-5885.

Suburban Newspapers Staff Writers

Benbrook Lions Club to Host
59th Annual Chili Supper
& Auction March 7

The chili will be hot, and so will the bidding, at one of Ben-
brook’s longest-running community traditions.

The Benbrook Lions Club will host its 59th Annual Chili Supper
Fundraiser and Live & Silent Auction on Saturday, March 7, 2026,
at Benbrook United Methodist Church, located at 1122 Bryant St.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for an evening of food, fellowship and
fundraising.

For $10, adults can enjoy all the chili they can eat. Children’s
tickets are $5. Hot dogs, soft drinks, water and desserts will be
available for purchase separately. Raffles will also be held during
the event, along with both live and silent auctions offering a variety
of items.

All proceeds from the annual fundraiser benefit Benbrook Lions
Club programs, which support community initiatives and local
needs throughout the year.

Organizers encourage residents to “come hungry” and support
their community while enjoying a bowl of chili and a night out with
neighbors.

We Want to Hear From You!
Send Us Your Good News!

suburbannews@shcqglobal.net
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From the Project Linus Blanketeers

First Monday Quilt Club to Meet
March 2

On the first Monday of every month,
laughter, conversation and the steady hum
of sewing machines fill Bethany Christian
Church in White Settlement as volunteers
gather not just to quilt, but to change lives.

The First Monday Quilt Club meets
from 9 a.m. to noon at the church at 1500
Meadow Park Drive, bringing together vol-
unteers who create handmade quilts and
blankets for those who need comfort most.

The group’s next meeting 1s set for Mon-
day, March 2. Instead of a potluck lunch,
participants are asked to bring brunch or
snack items to share.

The club is part of Project Linus, a non-
profit organization whose mission is to pro-
vide love, warmth and a sense of security to
children who have experienced trauma,
tragedy or serious illness.

Locally, the volunteers serve as the Tar-
rant County Chapter of Project Linus, cre-
ating blankets that are distributed to
children throughout the area.

Their work does not stop there. The
group also makes coverlets for veterans,
nursing home residents and people experi-
encing homelessness. As needs in the com-
munity continue to grow, so does the
demand for these handmade gifts of com-
fort.

Organizers say they are especially in
need of volunteers with portable sewing
machines to help assemble quilts, but stress
that no experience is required.

“There is a place for everyone,” organ-

izers said. Volunteers can help by sewing,
tying knots, crocheting, sorting fabric or
simply lending a helping hand and good
spirit. Along the way, many find not only a
meaningful way to serve, but lasting friend-
ships as well.

High school students can earn com-
munity service hours by participating, and
all materials, including fabric, batting,
thread and yarn, are provided. Donations of
supplies or monetary contributions to help
purchase materials are also welcome and
appreciated

Those interested are encouraged to come
for the fellowship and stay for the joy of
making a difference, one stitch at a time.

For more information about Project
Linus and its mission, visit www.projectli-
nus.org.

For details about the local group and
meeting times, call Virginia Biela at 817-
244-1263.

CRIME

STOPPERS

TARRANT COUNTY
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From the Fort Worth Decorative Painters

FWDP Meets
Monday, March 16

The Fort Worth Decorative Painters will
hold their monthly meeting at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, March 16, at the Fort Worth Botanic
Garden Center, 3220 Botanic Garden Blvd.,
Fort Worth.

Artist Dusti Dancer will present a step-
by-step instructional program featuring a
“Pumpkin Patch” decorative painting proj-
ect.

The Fort Worth Decorative Painters is a
local organization dedicated to promoting
the art of decorative painting through edu-
cation and fellowship.

For more information, contact Suzane at
817-269-2821 or visit www.fwdecorative-
painters.com.

White Settlement
Historical Museum

8320 Hanon Drive :
White Settlement, Texas 76108
817-246-9719
Open: Tuesday - Saturday, 10 AM to 3 PM
Closed: Sunday & Monday
http://www.wsmuseum.com
FREE ADMISSION - GROUPS WELCOME!

STARR REPORTING LLC
BOOKKEEPING
TAX SERVICE

Sandra Seely
9413 Stanford Ave
River Oaks TX 76114
682-241-3510
sanseely60@gmail.com

Ginger Brown's

stau
yyme Re rant & g, ke
Open 7 Days a Week!

Breakfast*Lunch*

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3 pm
4902 US-377,
Fort Worth, TX 76116

817-244-1372

Home
Cooking
Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. thru Sat.:
6am to 9pm

Sunday: 6am to 3pm

4705 River Oaks Blvd,
Fort Worth, TX 76114

817-378-9262

o )

Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth, TX 76135
817-237-2114

Home of the World Famous Cinnamon Rolls!



http://www.wsmuseum.com

Suburban Newspapers, Inc.

February 26, 2026, PAGE 5

SpOl‘tS DeSk (continued from page 1)

six common opponents. Both squads fell to Alvarado by identical
1-0 scores. Both defeated Kennedale, Lake Worth, Springtown and
CATCCN. The only separation in district play came in their respec-
tive matchups with Lake Dallas: Castleberry battled to a scoreless
0-0 draw, while Eagle Mountain secured a narrow 2-1 victory. That
slim difference set the stage for Friday’s clash, with the winner
poised to claim sole possession of first place heading into the sec-
ond round of district competition.

From the opening whistle, the game lived up to its billing.

The first half unfolded as a defensive battle, with both teams
playing aggressively and limiting clear scoring opportunities. The
Lions generated the first shot on goal when freshman Israel Arriaga
Reyes fired a shot at the 36:35 mark that sailed just over the cross-
bar. It was an early signal that Castleberry would not be intimidated
by the moment.

Just minutes later, however, momentum shifted. At the 32:34
mark, a foul call against the Lions resulted in a penalty kick oppor-
tunity for the Knights. The call drew some debate from the home
crowd, but Eagle Mountain capitalized, converting the penalty to
take a 1-0 lead.

Castleberry responded with composure. At 31:35, sophomore
Cristian Gutierrez launched a free kick from 28 yards out, but the
Knights’ goalkeeper was there to make the stop. Eagle Mountain
threatened again midway through the half with shots at 22:30 and
20:30, yet each attempt was turned away by senior goalkeeper
Caleb Castaneda, whose steady play kept the Lions within striking
distance.

As the half wore on, Castleberry continued to search for an
equalizer. Gutierrez delivered another dangerous free kick at the
8:02 mark, once again handled by the Knights’ keeper. Senior Uriel
Pereyra had the Lions’ final shot on goal of the half at 2:43, but a
defender stepped in to block the attempt. When the halftime whistle
sounded, Eagle Mountain held a slim 1-0 advantage, courtesy of
the penalty kick.

If the first half belonged to the defenses, the second half be-
longed to the Lions.

Eagle Mountain opened the period with renewed urgency, reg-
istering two early attempts, one wide right at 38:28 and another at
33:22 that was smothered by Castaneda. But after weathering that
brief push, Castleberry seized control of the match.

The Lions began to press higher up the field, forcing turnovers
and keeping sustained pressure on the Knights’ back line. The
breakthrough came at the 26:52 mark. Senior Daniel Bustamante
sent a shot from the left side that ricocheted off a defender in front
of the goal. Junior Sebastian Garcia reacted quickly, pouncing on
the loose ball and driving it into the net to tie the game 1-1. The
home crowd erupted as momentum swung decisively in Castle-
berry’s favor.

Eagle Mountain managed one more long free kick at 22:15, but
Castaneda calmly secured it. From that point on, the Knights strug-
gled to generate meaningful offensive opportunities.

Castleberry continued to attack. At 18:25, freshman Jorge Her-
nandez nearly gave the Lions the lead with a header that drifted
just wide right. Moments later, Reyes delivered a highlight-reel
strike. At the 16:50 mark, he maneuvered past defenders and un-
leashed a skillful shot that sailed beyond the goalkeeper and into
the upper corner of the net. The Lions had their first lead of the
night, 2-1.

The energy at W.O. Barnes Stadium surged.

Castleberry did not sit back. Junior Giovanni Saldana narrowly
missed at 14:55, and his follow-up attempt at 9:55 was turned away
by the Knights’ keeper. Then, at 8:42, the Lions effectively sealed
the victory. Hernandez found space approximately 20 yards from
goal and fired a shot that curled into the left corner of the net, ex-
tending the lead to 3-1.

Even with a two-goal cushion, the Lions remained aggressive.
Gutierrez and Pereyra each had additional shots in the closing mi-
nutes, narrowly missing opportunities to add to the tally. When the
final whistle blew, Castleberry players celebrated a hard-earned 3-
1 victory in front of an enthusiastic home crowd.

The win marked a significant milestone for the Lions. By de-
feating the previously undefeated Knights in district play, Castle-
berry moved into sole possession of first place in District 8-4A.
After the first round of district competition, the Lions stand at 4-0-
1, while Eagle Mountain drops to second at 4-1.

More importantly, the victory underscored Castleberry’s growth
over the course of the season. A team that battled through early
challenges has found its rhythm at the most critical juncture.

The Lions displayed resilience after falling behind, depth in
their scoring attack and defensive toughness anchored by Castaneda
in goal.

With the second round of district play set to begin, Castleberry
now controls its own destiny. The Lions will play at home Feb. 27
when they host Lake Worth at 5:30 p.m.

If Friday night was any indication, the road ahead promises
more excitement. For now, the Lions sit atop the district standings
and firmly in the driver’s seat.

GO LIONS!
A Democrat who puts people first.
Elect She believes:

DIANE SYMONS - Working families deserve affordable
living.
for Texas House * Texans deserve good-paying jobs and

District 97 fair wages.

* Our schools deserve strong public education.
» Everyone deserves accessible, affordable
healthcare.

Vote for leadership rooted in our community!

Early Voting: February 17-27
Election Day: March 3, 2026

Learn more: www.Texas97.com
Political advertising paid for by Diane Symons TX97 Campaign
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges

Pulaski’s Legacy Endures as Nation Marks 250th Anniversary

As the nation prepares for the 250th anniversary of independ-
ence, Americans look with renewed interest to the lives of men and
women from the Revolutionary Era. Among those was Count Ca-
simir Pulaski, a man who came across the seas to aid the new
United States in its hour of need. The Polish general arrived in the
United States during the American Revolution, trained American
troops, and gave his life for the freedom of the new land. Pulaski
became a hero for the generation of men who fought for American
independence.

Casimir Pulaski was born in March 1746 in Warsaw, the capital
of what was then the Confederation of Poland and Lithuania. His
family was part of the Polish nobility, and his family made sure he
received the best education. In 1762, at the age of 16, he entered
the military, serving as an aide to the Duke of Courtland, a presti-
gious posting.

Poland had once been the most powerful nation in East Europe;
but now its power was on the decline, and it was under increasing
threat from Russia. In 1764, King Stanislaw II came to power in
Poland, and Russia increasingly worked its tendrils into the coun-
try, eventually forcing Poland to allow Russian troops to be sta-
tioned there. Believing that Russia must be stopped and that the
new king was betraying the country, Pulaski and his father joined
the Bar Confederation in 1767 to fight against Russia, in defiance
of the king. Though only 21, Pulaski was made a colonel in charge
of a cavalry unit and worked to convince other Polish troops to join
their cause against Russia.

By early 1768, Pulaski and the Bar Confederation were fighting
both Russian troops and the Polish king’s army. He won several
impressive victories at first. By June, he was briefly captured by
the Russians but later exchanged for another captive. He quickly
developed a reputation for daring raids and sometimes disobeying
orders when he saw a bigger military opportunity. He won several
battles against more numerous Russian forces and earned a re-
spected reputation across Europe. Eventually, he was promoted to
general. However, in spite of several dramatic victories and sur-
viving several long sieges, the Bar Confederation was steadily los-
ing ground. In May 1772, Pulaski was forced to leave Poland, and
the effort against Russia collapsed. Russia would seize a third of
Poland’s territory, the first of several partitions of the country.

Russia forced King Stanislaw II to order his parliament to ratify
the partition of Poland in 1772. Several months later, Pulaski was
convicted by the assembly for attempting to assassinate the king.
Eventually, Russia would swallow all of Poland. In the meantime,
Pulaski was on the run.

Pulaski was in France by 1775. His attempt to join the French
army was rejected, and he fell deeply into debt. At one point, he
was imprisoned for failure to pay these debts. In 1777, he met Ben
Franklin, who was then serving as ambassador to France. Pulaski
was inspired by the American cause of freedom against a more

powerful foe. Impressed by Pulaski’s experience, Franklin encour-
aged the general to go to America.

In July 1777, Pulaski arrived in Massachusetts. He presented
himself'in a letter to Gen. George Washington, famously declaring,
“I came here, where freedom is being defended, to serve it, and to
live and die for it.” He joined Washington in Pennsylvania and
quickly began advising Washington on new cavalry tactics. At the
Battle of Brandywine in September, Washington’s forces were
being overwhelmed, and the British were about to cut off the Amer-
ican retreat. Pulaski leapt into action, gathered a few of Washing-
ton’s men, and led a daring cavalry charge to broke through the
British advance, allowing the faltering Continental troops to get to
safety.

During the bitter winter at Valley Forge in 1777, Washington
allowed Pulaski to reorganize the cavalry forces for the Continental
Army. Pulaski often clashed with other officers. His European
command style and difficulty speaking English made it difficult to
lead American troops. By 1778, he was promoted to brigadier gen-
eral in the Continental Army and allowed to form his own cavalry
unit. He soon had a unit of hundreds of men, both immigrant and
American-born. He was known for his strict discipline but also for
clever tactics that even won the grudging respect of British gen-
erals. Military historians have since credited Pulaski with the birth
of the American cavalry.

By May 1779, Charleston, South Carolina, was on the brink of
capture by the British. Pulaski arrived and decided to break the
siege of Charleston by leading a raid on nearby Savannah, Georgia,
which had fallen a year earlier. His attempt pushed back the British
but cost many of his fellow cavalrymen. Nevertheless, they man-
aged to capture a nearby British outpost. In October, with the arri-
val of French reinforcements, Pulaski decided to try to retake
Savannah once again. Again, they met heavy resistance. The
French lines broke during the battle, and Pulaski rode to rally the
troops. In the chaos, he was cut down by British fire. He died two
days later at age 33.

Seven states have named counties after him, including Georgia,
Missouri, Arkansas, and Virginia. He has been honored in many
other ways.

In 1824, the Marquis de Lafayette, the French general who had
fought with American forces during the American Revolution and
one of the last surviving generals from the war, laid the cornerstone
for the Pulaski Monument in Savannah.

The former community of Pulaski in Panola County was named
for him in the 1840s. In 1929, Congress named October 11 as Gen-
eral Pulaski Memorial Day.

In 2009, he was posthumously made a United States citizen,
one of only a handful of people so honored.
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PRECISION Aire & Heat BOB YOUNG Fencing IMOW4YOU ECE ROOFING LLC
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Weekend Forecast

Friday, Feb.27:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 78. Calm wind becoming E/SE in the morning,
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 54. Southeast wind around 5 mph.

Saturday, Feb. 28:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 84. South wind 5 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.
PM - Mostly clear, with a low around 59. S/SE wind around 10 mph, with gusts as high
as 20 mph.

Sunday, March 1:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 82. South wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as
25 mph.
PM - A 20% chance of showers after midnight. Mostly clear, with a low around 57.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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