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From the Sports Desk with John Loven

Castleberry Spring Sports Update

Spring is always a very busy time of the year for high school
sports. Multiple sports are in full swing, and a couple are entering
the playoffs.

Girls Soccer

The CHS girls’ soccer team finished their regular season 11-11
overall. Their district record was 5-5. They finished third in dis-
trict and thereby qualified for the state playofts.

Boys Soccer
The CHS boys’ soccer team finished their regular season 12-7-
4 overall. They finished as undefeated district champions with an
8-0-2 record and once again qualified for the state playoffs.

Soccer Playoffs

Both Castleberry boys and girls soccer teams will begin their
playoftf run on Thursday, March 19. Fortunately for fans of the
both teams will be playing their Bi-District games in Aledo at Bu-
chanan Stadium.

The boys game is scheduled for 5 p.m. and the girls are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. They will also both be playing Southwest High
School.

Castleberry fans need to make that short 20-minute drive west
to Aledo and show up in force to cheer our teams on!

GO LIONS! GO LADY LIONS!
(continued on page 6)

From the City of River QOaks
River Oaks Launches New

Phone Payment System for
Utility Bills and Tickets

Residents in River Oaks now have a new way to pay city utility
bills and municipal tickets without visiting City Hall.

The city has introduced an Interactive Voice Response (IVR)
payment system that allows customers to make payments by
phone. By dialing 877-883-3752, residents can follow automated
prompts to complete transactions quickly and securely using a
debit or credit card. The system provides step-by-step instructions
to guide users through the process and also allows customers to
hear real-time account balances and due dates before making a pay-
ment.

The IVR system eliminates the need to wait in line and provides
another option alongside traditional in-person or online payments.

Residents should note that a convenience fee of 3.7 percent
applies to payments made through the phone system. Despite the
added fee, city staff say the service offers a quick and simple al-
ternative for customers looking for an easy way to stay current on
utility bills and municipal fines.

Residents interested in using the new service can call 877-883-
3752 to make a payment or check their account balance.
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From the City of River Oaks

CRUD Mobile to Collect
Household Chemicals April 18

River Oaks residents will have an opportunity to safely dispose
of household chemical waste when the City of Fort Worth’s CRUD
Mobile visits City Hall.

The mobile collection unit will be set up in the City Hall parking
lot from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, April 18, 2026, to accept unwanted
household chemicals free of charge from residents of Fort Worth
and participating cities.

The CRUD Mobile is an extension of Fort Worth’s Environmen-
tal Collection Center and accepts a wide range of materials, includ-
ing paint and stains, motor oil, antifreeze, batteries, fertilizers,
pesticides, pool chemicals, solvents, fluorescent light bulbs, phar-
maceuticals and other household chemicals.

Items that will not be accepted include ammunition, asbestos,
building materials, electronics, explosives, medical waste, propane
or butane cylinders, tires, televisions, smoke detectors and radio-
active materials.

Residents are asked to bring a recent water bill as proof of res-
idency and to keep chemicals in their original containers whenever
possible. Liquid paint should be sorted by type before arrival.
Chemicals should be transported in the trunk of the vehicle rather
than the passenger compartment.

For questions about specific items, residents may call 817-392-
EASY for more information.

From the City of River Oaks

River Oaks Spring Clean Up
Month Set for April

Residents will have the opportunity throughout April to de-
clutter their homes and properties as part of the City of River Oaks’
annual Spring Clean Up Month.

From April 1 through April 30, the city will collect a wide range
of unwanted items placed at the curb on residents’ regular trash
and bulk pickup days. City officials are encouraging homeowners
to take advantage of the program to clear out garages, yards and
storage areas as warmer weather sets in.

During Clean Up Month, crews will collect tree limbs, brush,
logs, debris, junk, garbage and general household trash placed at
the curb. The initiative 1s designed to help residents dispose of
items that may not fit in regular trash bins while improving neigh-
borhood appearance and safety.

Residents are reminded to place all items at the curb on their
normal trash and bulk collection day to ensure pickup. Items should
be organized neatly to allow crews safe and efficient access.

For more information about River Oaks Spring Clean Up
Month, residents may contact Cassie in the Public Works Depart-
ment at 817-626-5421, ext. 332.
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From the City of River Oaks

Citywide Yard Sale
March 27-29

River Oaks residents will have the opportunity to buy, sell and
browse during the city’s annual Citywide Yard Sale, scheduled for
March 27-29, weather permitting.

This event is free and no permit is required. Residents who wish
to be included on the official Yard Sale List must register their ad-
dress at City Hall no later than 4 p.m. March 19. The list will be
published on the city’s Facebook page, in the city newsletter and
on the city website the week before the event. Participants who
register by the deadline will receive two free yard sale signs from
City Hall. Personal signs are allowed but may only be displayed
on the seller’s own property.

According to city ordinance, participants must be listed on the
water account for the property and provide a valid ID with a match-
ing address when registering. Signs may not be placed on boule-
vards, street signs, stop signs, utility poles or any structure owned
by the city. All yard sale signs must be removed within 24 hours
after the event concludes.

City officials encourage residents planning to participate to reg-
ister early to ensure inclusion on the published list and to pick up
their free signs before the deadline.

From the City of River QOaks

City to Offer Free Tire Pickup
to Reduce Mosquito Breeding

City officials are urging residents to clear out discarded tires to
help reduce mosquito breeding as warmer weather approaches.

Discarded tires left in yards can collect standing water, creating
an ideal environment for mosquitoes to lay eggs. To address the
issue, the city is offering free tire collection for residential cus-
tomers now through April 30, 2026.

Residents may place up to four used tires at the curb on their
regular Wednesday bulk collection day. The city will collect and
dispose of the tires at no charge during the limited-time program.

Households with more than four tires to discard are asked to
contact the Public Works Department to schedule a special pickup
by calling 817-626-5421, ext. 332. Residents also may call to
request pickup service. Otherwise, Public Works crews will collect
tires placed at the curb on bulk collection day.

The free collection service is available to residential customers
only. The city will not collect tires from businesses, as commercial
waste disposal is handled through a contracted commercial hauler.

For more information about mosquito prevention and personal
protection, residents may contact Emergency Management Coordi-
nator James Myrick at 817-929-6267.

City officials encourage residents to take advantage of the pro-
gram before it ends April 30.
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From North Central Texas Council of Governments

Advancing Bicycle Safety
Across North Texas

From children riding to school to adults staying active or com-
muting to work, bicycling is both great exercise and an accessible
mode of transportation for many North Texans.

Safe bicycle infrastructure and proper attentiveness while riding
and driving are key components of traffic safety.

The Look Out Texans safety campaign urges everyone to be
alert, and Look Out for one another, to keep bicyclists safe.

In Texas, a bicycle is considered a vehicle when it is operated
on the road.

For this reason, bicyclists are required to follow the same traffic
laws as vehicle drivers.

Most crashes between vehicles and bicyclists happen because
drivers fail to see the cyclist.

The following are some tips for staying visible while cycling:

* Follow traffic laws. Bicyclists are responsible for obeying
traffic laws, including stopping at stop signs and traffic signals,
and yielding the right-of-way to pedestrians.

* Proper lighting is required by law. Affix a white front light
and red rear light and reflectors to the bicycle for nighttime riding
or when visibility is poor.

* Place yourself in the traffic lane so you are noticed by mo-
torists. Be alert and claim your space at intersections. Continually
scan the road, and do not assume drivers see you. Ride predictably,
so drivers will know where you are heading and are more likely to
see you.

* Protect your head from severe injuries. Always wear a prop-
erly fitted bike helmet while cycling. A helmet reduces the risk of
death or serious injury, with studies showing significantly reduced
risk of brain injuries by up to nearly 90 percent.

* Dress to be seen by motorists. Wear bright/light-colored
clothing and reflective materials. Drivers can see reflective mate-
rials three times farther away.

Why It Matters:

Understanding how drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians interact
on our roadways is crucial for the safety of all North Texans: our
families, friends and neighbors. Looking out for one another can
make all the difference in reducing crashes and saving lives.

For more tips on walking, bicycling and driving safely, visit
LookOutTexans.org.
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From the Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office

Tarrant County Invites
Residents to Apply for
Citizen Prosecutor Academy

Residents interested in learning how the criminal justice system
operates in Tarrant County will soon have an opportunity to go be-
hind the scenes through the Citizen Prosecutor Academy.

Hosted by the Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney’s Of-
fice, the program gives community members an in-depth look at
how criminal cases move through the local justice system, from
investigation to prosecution.

While the spring session of the academy is already underway,
applications are now being accepted for the fall class, which will
run from Sept. 3 through Nov. 12.

The free program meets Thursdays from 6 to 8 p.m. and is de-
signed to give participants a better understanding of the work per-
formed by prosecutors, investigators and other members of the
criminal justice system.

Classes are taught by assistant district attorneys and investi-
gators from the district attorney’s office, who guide participants
through the steps involved in building and prosecuting criminal
cases. Topics often include how cases are investigated, how pros-
ecutors evaluate evidence and how cases proceed through the court
system.

Participants will also have the opportunity to tour the Tarrant
County Corrections Center, offering a closer look at the county jail
and its role within the criminal justice process.

Program organizers say the academy is intended to help res-
idents better understand how the justice system functions while
strengthening connections between the district attorney’s office and
the community it serves.

There is no cost to attend the program, and participants can
apply online.

For more information or to apply for the fall Citizen Prosecutor
Academy, residents can call 817-884-1400 or visit the Tarrant
County Criminal District Attorney’s Office website at cda.tarrant-
county.com and select the Community tab.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

ADVERTISE!
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From Tarrant County Community Development

Tarrant County Program Offers Home Repair Assistance

For homeowners struggling with costly repairs or accessibility chal-
lenges, a Tarrant County assistance program is offering a path to safer,
more livable housing at little to no cost for those who qualify.

Funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
the county’s Homeowner Assistance Program is designed to help res-
idents address major home repair needs, improve accessibility and, in
some cases, reconstruct aging or unsafe homes.

The program is available to qualifying homeowners living in Tarrant
County, though it excludes residents within the cities of Arlington, Fort
Worth and Grand Prairie. Officials say the initiative is aimed at helping
residents in smaller communities and unincorporated areas maintain safe
and stable housing.

The program focuses on a range of housing issues that can impact a
homeowner’s safety and quality of life. Assistance may be available for
major system failures such as plumbing, electrical or roofing problems,
as well as smaller but urgent repairs like replacing water heaters, upgrad-
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ing electrical panels or fixing heating and air conditioning systems.

In addition to repairs, the program also supports accessibility im-
provements for residents with mobility challenges. Eligible homeowners
may receive help installing wheelchair ramps, widening doorways, add-
ing accessible hardware or installing grab bars in bathrooms.

The initiative includes three primary program tracks: home rehabili-
tation, priority reconstruction and ADA barrier removal. Each is tailored
to different levels of need, ranging from targeted repairs to more exten-
sive structural work.

To be eligible, homeowners must meet several requirements related
to residency, income and property status.

Applicants must have owned and lived in their home for at least one
year and must have clear title to the property. Reverse mortgages are not
permitted under the program, and the title must be in the applicant’s
name. Homeowners must also be current on both property taxes and
mortgage payments.

In addition, applicants must meet at least one of several household
criteria. Eligible participants include those receiving Social Security Dis-
ability Insurance or Supplemental Security Income, individuals age 62
or older, or households with dependent children under the age of 18 living
at home.

Income limits also apply and are based on the total number of people
living in the household. According to the chart provided in the program
flyer, a single-person household must have an annual income below
$59,750, while a household of four must be below $85,350. Larger
households have higher limits, up to $112,700 for a household of eight.
These limits are effective as of July 2025.

The program also includes guidelines related to the property itself.
Homes must be valued under $309,000 to qualify for assistance.

Certain property types are not eligible for the program. These include
mobile homes, duplexes, homes located in flood zones and properties
with more than two liens.

Officials say these restrictions are intended to ensure that funding is
directed toward eligible single-family homes where assistance can have
the greatest long-term impact.

The Homeowner Assistance Program is part of a broader effort by
Tarrant County Community Development to improve housing conditions
and help residents remain in their homes as they age or face financial
challenges. By addressing both structural repairs and accessibility needs,
the program aims to reduce safety risks while supporting long-term hous-
ing stability. For many homeowners, particularly seniors and individuals
with disabilities, the ability to make necessary repairs can mean the dif-
ference between staying in their home and being forced to relocate.

County officials encourage residents who may qualify to reach out,
even if they are unsure about their eligibility. Residents interested in ap-
plying or learning more about the program can contact Tarrant County
Community Development by calling 817-850-7940 and selecting option
4.

Staff members can help determine eligibility, explain program options
and guide applicants through the process. As housing costs and mainte-
nance expenses continue to rise, programs like this one offer a critical
lifeline for homeowners seeking to preserve their properties and maintain
safe, functional living environments.


https://www.tarrantcountytx.gov/content/dam/main/community-development-and-housing-department/documents/HomeownerAssistanceFlyer2025.pdf
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Texas History Minute by Dr. Ken Bridges

UT Alum Gail DaV1s Rode to Fame as TV’s Annie Oakley

In the days when
westerns dominated
the new invention of
television, one Texas
actress charmed au-
diences across the na-
tion with her colorful
portrayals.

Gail Davis, once
called by longtime
friend Gene Autry
“the perfect western
actress,” was a famil-
iar face on television
and film in the 1950s.

Born Betty Jeane
Grayson in Little

Rock, Arkansas, in 1925 to a physician. She spent several years living
in McGehee, a small town to the south, where her father helped build
a hospital before moving to Little Rock for the remainder of her child-
hood.

As a youngster, she loved performing in front of audiences and
was a gifted singer. The future star was also very athletic, taking up
swimming and tennis and became an expert horse rider. She competed
in a number of rodeos, including becoming a trick shot expert. She
would graduate from Little Rock High School and went on to the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin (UT) where she studied dance and drama.

She enrolled at the UT during World War II. She was very active
in the drama clubs. She and other students would perform for troops
at shows at nearby bases across Central Texas. It was at one of these
shows where she happened to meet Gene Autry, already a popular
western singer and actor, who was serving in the Army Air Force at
the time. Autry was impressed and encouraged her to come to Cali-
fornia to make a try at performing. It was also at UT that she met and
married her first husband, Bob Davis, and eventually had a daughter.

After her graduation in 1946, the three went to California where
she earned a contract with MGM studios. Davis recounted that the stu-
dio could not have another “Betty Davis™ as an actress with the studio,
and a stage hand suggested the name Gail.

She soon made a few appearances in westerns, including 7he Far
Frontier with Roy Rogers in 1948. She reconnected with Gene Autry,
and he took her under his wing. Davis would appear with him in Sons
of New Mexico in 1949. Ultimately, she would appear in 15 movies
with Autry and acted in more than 30 movies altogether.

In 1950, she made guest appearances on the popular programs The
Cisco Kid and The Lone Ranger. She continued to appear in films and
made numerous appearances on 7he Gene Autry Show with her men-
tor.

In 1954, Davis was set to star in the television series Annie Oakley.
In the process, she became the first woman to portray the lead char-
acter in a television western. Her career in westerns and real-life ex-

pertise with a gun made Davis a natural match.

The real Annie Oakley, famous for her sharpshooting skills, per-
formed for 17 years as part of Buffalo Bill s Wild West Show and died
in 1926.

The television version, however, fictionalized her life, portraying
the heroine as a crime-solver and a one-woman force for justice in the
Old West. The show, produced by Gene Autry and co-starring Brad
Johnson, ran from 1954 to 1957.

Davis was proud of her portrayal of Oakley and how the character
doled out her own justice without killing. She remarked years later,
“Annie Oakley had to deal with the same ruthless characters, rustlers
and killers, that the cowboys dealt with. And she did it without ever
killing a one of them.”

In 1960, she was honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame. Davis would marry three times, divorcing twice. One of her
later appearances included a 1961 episode of The Andy Griffith Show,
but by the 1960s, her career had begun winding down. By the 1970s,
she retired from acting completely.

Gail Davis died in 1997, but left behind many fans. In 2004, she
was inducted into the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame in
Fort Worth.

SpOl‘tS DESk (continued from page 1)

Baseball
The Castleberry baseball team is currently 7-9 overall. They are
2-2 in district play. Below is their upcoming schedule.

3/24 Home vs. Burkburnett 6:30 p.m.
3/27 (@ Burkburnett 6:30 p.m.
3/28 @ Trimble Tech 12 p.m.

3/31 (@ Bridgeport 6:30 p.m.
4/2 Home vs. Bridgeport 6:30 p.m.

Softball
The Castleberry softball team is currently 7-9-1 overall. They
are 1-2 in district play. Below is their upcoming schedule.

3/19 @ Springtown 7 p.m.
3/20 Home vs. Burkburnett 7 p.m.
3/24 @ Lake Worth 7 p.m.
3/27 Home vs. Bridgeport 7 p.m.
4/2 Home vs. Decatur 7 p.m.

Boys & Girls Track
The Castleberry boys and girls track teams are in the middle of
their season. They hosted the annual Lion Relays back at the end
of February at the CHS Track Facility.

3/26 Pojo Relays @ Springtown 8 a.m.
4/2 Krum Meet @ Krum 3 p.m.
4/8 District 9-4A Meet @ Springtown 8§ a.m.
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Business Directory Listings - $15 per month - 3 line max.!
Contact classifieds@suburban-newspapers.com

Weekend Forecast

Friday, March 20:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 92. West southwest wind around 5 mph becoming south
in the afternoon.
PM - Clear, with a low around 62. South southeast wind around 5 mph.

Saturday, March 21:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 95. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.
PM - Clear, with a low around 64. South wind around 10 mph, with gusts as high as 20
mph.

Sunday, March 22:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 95. South southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high
as 20 mph.
PM - Clear, with a low around 57.

Extended Forecast Click Here
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